Who and Whom

Note:  Throughout, an asterisk (*) marks each incorrect example.

Who is in the nominative case, like I, he, she, we, and they.
Whom is in the accusative ("objective") case, like me, him, her, us, and them.

Who are you?  (You are who?  Compare "You are he.")


*Whom are you?  (*You are whom?  Compare *"You are him.")


*Who are you sending?  (*You are sending who?  Compare *"You are sending we.")


Whom are you sending?  (You are sending whom?  Compare "You are sending us.")


*To who are you sending it?  (*You are sending it to who?  Compare *"You are sending it to she.")


To whom are you sending it?  (You are sending it to whom?  Compare "You are sending it to her.")


Send it to the one who deserves it.  ("Who" is the subject of "deserves," not the object of "to."  Compare "I believe that they deserve it."  Note that "they" retains its subject status even though it is part of a clause that serves as a direct object.)


*Send it to the one whom deserves it.  (Compare *"I believe that them deserve it.")


Who shall I say is calling?  (I shall say who is calling.  Compare "I shall say he is calling.")


*Whom shall I say is calling?  (*I shall say whom is calling.  Compare *"I shall say him is calling.")


The author who wrote this paper is a colleague of mine.  ("Who" is the subject of "wrote.")


*The author whom wrote this paper is a colleague of mine.  


John Smith, who wrote this paper, is a colleage of mine.  ("Who" is the subject of "wrote.")


*John Smith, whom wrote this paper, is a colleage of mine.


The scientist whom I met last week is an author of this paper.  ("Whom" is the direct subject of "met.")


*The scientist who I met last week is an author of this paper.


John Smith, whom I met last week, is an author of this paper.  ("Whom" is the direct subject of "met.")


*John Smith, who I met last week, is an author of this paper.


The scientist with whom I had lunch is first author of this paper.  ("Whom" is the object of the preposition "with.")


*The scientist with who I had lunch is first author of this paper.


John Smith, with whom I had lunch, is first author of this paper.  ("Whom" is the object of the preposition "with.")


*John Smith, with who I had lunch, is first author of this paper.

